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ROMANIA AT A CROSSROADS 
ANNCR: 

ROMANIAN PRESIDENT NICOLAE CEAUSESCU IS CURRENTLY 
VISITING CHAS JUST COMPLETED A VISIT TO ) THE UNITED STATES -- 
HIS FOURTH. VOA'S GEORGE BUMBESTI HAS THIS BACKGROUND REPORT 
ON PRESIDENT CEAUSESCU'S GOALS FOR ROMANIA AND ECONOMIC 
PROGRAMS WHICH BEAR HIS MARK, 

VOICE: 

FROM A GEOPOLITICAL STANDPOINT, ROMANIA HAS ALWAYS BEEN 
AT CROSSROADS, IN THE EARLY TWENTIES, FRENCH WRITER LUCIEN 
ROMIER PUBLISHED A BOOK ON ROMANIA, "AU CARREFOUR DES EMPIRES 
MORTS'" -- "AT THE CROSSROADS OF DEAD EMPIRES." INDEED, FOR 
SEVERAL CENTURIES ROMANIA'S FUTURE WAS DECIDED BY THREE 
EMPIRES: OTTOMAN, RUSSIAN, AND AUSTRIAN. TWO ARE NOW DEFUNCT, 
BUT THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE, REPLACED NOW BY THE SOVIET UNION -- 
REMAINS. 

ROMANIA IS AT A NEW CROSSROADS TODAY, AN ECONOMIC 
CROSSROADS. A GREAT DEAL HAS BEEN SAID LATELY ABOUT THE 
ROMANIAN PRESIDENT CEAUSESCU'S RECENT EFFORTS TO CHANGE THE 
ECONOMIC STRUCTURE OF HIS COUNTRY, MODELING IT AFTER YUGOSLAVIA'S, 
HUNGARY'S, OR POLAND'S, NICOLAE CEAUSESCU'S LATEST GOVERNMENT 
RESHUFFLE AND FREQUENT TRIPS ABROAD SEEM TO USTIFY THE 
INTERPRETATION THAT THE ROMANIAN LEADER WOULD LIKE TO CHANGE 
AND CORRECT SOME OF THE ERRORS INHERENT IN ALL COMMUNIST REGIMES 
-- NATIONALIZING THE NATION'S MEANS OF PRODUCTION, ELIMINATES AN 
INCENTIVE FOR THOSE WHO PRODUCE, A KEY ELEMENT OF ANY ECONOMIC 


SUCCESS, 
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ROMANIA TODAY COVERS AN AREA OF SOME 240-THOUSAND SQUARE 
KILOMETERS -- SLIGHTLY SMALLER THAN WEST GERMANY, WITH A 
POPULATION OF 23 MILLION. BESSARABIA AND NORTHERN BUKOVINA 
WERE ANNEXED 8Y THE USSR ALONG WITH SOME FOUR AND ONE-HALF 
MILLION ROMANIANS, 

HOWEVER, ROMANIA'S NATURAL RESOURCES WOULD BE ADEQUATE 
FOR THIS AVERAGE EUROPEAN NATION IF THE ECONOMIC POLICIES 
OF THE BUCHAREST GOVERNMENT WERE MORE REALISTIC. ROMANIA'S 
AGRICULTURE COULD SUPPLY ALL ITS DOMESTIC NEEDS, AND EVEN BE 
EXPORTED. BUT THE FORCED COLLECTIVIZATION OF THE FIFTIES AND 
SIXTIES DISPELLED ANY INTEREST THE FARMERS MIGHT HAVE HAD IN 
PRODUCING MORE AND BETTER HARVESTS WITH UPDATED EQUIPMENT, 
IN YUGOSLAVIA AND POLAND, AGRICULTURAL PROPERTY WAS ONLY 
SPARINGLY COLLECTIVIZED AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION HAS BEEN 
MUCH MORE SUCCESSFUL. 

ROMANIA PRODUCES OIL -- SOME 12 MILLION TONS ANNUALLY, 
ACCORDING TO OFFICIAL STATISTICS. THIS QUANITITY, HOWEVER, 
HAS INCREASINGLY FALLEN BEHIND THE NEEDS FOR INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT. PRODUCTION OF NATURAL GAS IS ON A HIGHER 
LEVEL, ROMANIA BEING SECOND IN EUROPE AND PROBABLY THE TENTH 
IN THE WORLD IN THIS FIELD. COAL MINED IN ROMANIA IS OF 
INFERIOR QUALITY -- MOSTLY BROWN COAL -- AND IN INADEQUATE 
QUANTITIES. THIS EXPLAINS WHY PRESIDENT CEAUSESCU EXPRESSED 
DISPLEASURE WHEN POLAND CLAIMED IT COULD NOT INCREASE ITS 
COAL EXPORTS. ROMANIA HAS SINCE DECIDED TO INVEST IN OTHER 
COUNTRIES' COAL EXTRACTION, SUCH AS IN THE U.S. 

ROMANIA LACKS IRON AND MUST OBTAIN IT OUTSIDE, CHIEFLY FROM 
THE USSR. 
HOWEVER, WHAT MAY HAVE GREATLY DETERMINED PRESIDENT 


CEAUSESU TO CHANNEL ROMANIA'S ECONOMY TOWARDS LESS RIGID FORMS, 
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IS THE MATTER OF INVESTMENTS. UNTIL NOW, INVESTMENTS HAVE 
BEEN IMBALANCED, SOME EVEN ARTIFICIAL, BASED ON THE DOGMA 
OF "SOCIALIST DEVELOPMENT" OF INDUSTRY, PARTICULARLY HEAVY 
INDUSTRY. 

THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY SO FAR HAS PROVED UNSATISFACTORY. 
THERE IS A LOT OF BUILDING GOING ON IN ROMANIA TODAY, BUT MOST 
STRUCTURES ARE COMPLETED IN HASTE TO FULFILL STATE PROGRAMS, 

THE CONSEQUENCE BEING EARLY DETERIORATION, DOMESTIC TRANSPORTA- 
TION IN ROMANIA IS CUMBERSOME AND HINDERED BY A RIGID 
BUREAUCRACY, 

WITH ITS RESOURCES, HOWEVER, ROMANIA MAY BE A8LE TO EXPAND 
ITS CHEMICAL INDUSTRY AND ITS LIGHT INDUSTRY THAT RELIES ON 
AGRICULTURAL RAW MATERIALS AND PRODUCTS OF THE CHEMICAL INDUSTRY, 
IT MAY ALSO IMPORT SOME INEXPENSIVE RAW MATERIALS SUCH AS 
COTTON AND JUTE, ITS FOOD INDUSTRY ALSO MAY BE EXPANDED, 
ESPECIALLY THE MEAT AND PASTA PRODUCTS, SUGAR, VEGETABLE OIL 
AND CANNED FOOD, ROMANIA EASILY FINDS MARKETS FOR ITS WINES, 
VEGETABLES, AND FRUIT. EVEN ITS POWER AND MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERING INDUSTRIES COULD EXPAND IF ROMANIA INTRODUCED 
MORE WESTERN AUTOMATION AND ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY. 

THESE ARE SOME OF THE CONCERNS BEHIND PRESIDENT 
CEAUSESCU'S FOURTH VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES. HE WANTS, 

TO SEE AN END TO THE LONG ECONOMIC SQUEEZE AND, MOST OF ALL, 
ACCESS TO RAW MATERIALS IN OTHER COUNTRIES AND LESSENING OF 
ROMANIA'S DEPENDENCE ON THE SOVIET UNION. 
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